Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 ADDIS 00164 121313Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-06 IO-13 /082 W 

128200 121325Z/53 

R 121246Z JAN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6867 
INFO/RUDTC/ AMEMBASSY LONDON 1314 

CONFIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 0164 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PDEV, RH, UK 

SUB J : INFORMING HOST GOVERNMENTS OF RHODESIAN DEVELOPMENTS 

REF: STATE 005006 

1 . BRITISH EMBASSY HERE HAS DECIDED NO USEFUL PURPOSE WOULD 
BE SERVED BY MAKING DEMARCHE TO EPMG ON RHODESIA AT THIS 
TIME. HOWEVER, BRITISH AMBASSADOR DID MEET ON JAN 9 WITH 
OAU ASST SECGEN PETER ONU TO BRING CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS 
TO OAU ATTENTION. 

2. ONU'S REACTION WAS DISTINCTLY POSITIVE. IT WAS HIS UNDER- 
STANDING THAT FRONT LINE STATES WERE EXERTING PRESSURE ON 
BOTH MUGABE AND NKOMO TO ACCEPT OWEN'S INVITATION. THEY 
WERE POINTING OUT THAT FOR PATRIOTIC FRONT NOT TO DO SO, 

AND THUS TO BE EXCLUDED FROM NEXT STAGE OF DELIBERATIONS. 

WOULD ONLY PLAY INTO SMITH'S HANDS AND LEND UNWARRANTED 
STATUS TO LATTER’S EFFORTS TO CONDUCT INTERNAL SETTLEMENT 
TALKS. ONU IMPLIED THAT OAU LEADERSHIP ALSO SHARED THIS VIEW, 

VIEW, AND HE TOOK POSITION THAT UK-US APPROACH WAS CORRECT, 

PERHPAS ONLY, ONE UNDER PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES. 

MATHERON 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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